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November 18, 2011

Dear Green School Families,

Last Friday night, we held another successful BINGO fundraiser where we raised $550 to support arts education at The Green School, and the Debate Team raised $242 from their Bake Sale.  For four years now, BINGO Night has been one of my favorite GSB events – I love seeing so many GSB parents laughing and having fun together (and I love getting to use that fancy old BINGO machine – who wouldn’t?!).  Thank you to everyone who came out for the event with a special thanks to our volunteers Adele Clark, (mother of 4th Grader Caleb Clark and kindergarteners Naomi and Levi Clark), Crystal Norman (mother of kindergartener Anthony Norman), Shauneida Lowe (mother of Eunyah Purdie), Chanel Branch (mother of 3rd grader Shabria Dunaway), and all of the Debate families who made goodies for the Bake Sale.

This year, BINGO Night takes on particular significance as a part of our fundraising program, because, like all BCPSS schools, we experienced cuts to our budget this year – the long reach of bad economy. These cuts leave us with nearly $65,000 less from the city than we received last year, and the impact is magnified by the fact that the cost of expenses is always on the rise. Fortunately, we were able to use grant money we received last year to buy a significant amount of books and classroom materials which we will be able to use for many years – so the budget cuts won’t hurt us there, but they have had an impact in other areas. As a result of the cuts, we were not able to hire a Music Teacher to replace Sandy Lisicky when she left, and the Debate Team is having to raise money to help pay for the $8,000 fee to participate in the debate league.  
One way we are trying to reduce the impact of these budget cuts on the school’s programming is by seeking grants to fill some of the gaps.  We received the grant for the Imagination Playground for over $7,000 in new playground equipment, and last week I submitted a grant application to the Access For All Arts Initiative which provides a portion of the funding required to bring in artists from Young Audiences Maryland to perform in schools. If we are awarded this grant, we will be able to bring in four different musical acts for our students this year with the grant covering 90% of the cost and the proceeds from BINGO Night helping to cover the remaining 10%.  
Another way we are trying to reduce the impact of these budget cuts is by adding a few additional fundraisers to the calendar.  We will continue to hold the Green Gala in the spring, and we are planning to add a restaurant night this winter, an additional BINGO night after the New Year, and the Debate Team is going to hold a Chico Bag sale. I will let you know as soon as we have dates for these additional events.  In the past, we have always stayed away from many of the traditional fundraisers schools do – selling wrapping paper and candy, for example, and we won’t change that. Any additional fundraising efforts will be consistent with our green mission and our attempt to support local businesses.
Finally, asking everyone to put an extra effort into the some of the smaller fundraising programs we use like BoxTops for Education, Giant A+ Bonus Bucks, and the Labels for Education Program (see attached flyer for more information). Every little bit helps!  
With warm regards, 
[image: image4.wmf][image: image2.emf]There ’ s cash in your trash !   GSB earns hu ndre ds of dollars each year by collecting   BoxTops for Education    labels –   those  little logos   you can find on  hundreds of  products from Ch eerios to ZipLoc bags   to Scott TP   (see the huge list  attached) . Before you  trash or  recycle   empty packages , kin dly snip the labels and ask  your student to deliver them to  M s. Gabrys.     Eas y money for GSB!   Even easier?      Shop online?   Visit  btfe.com/marketplace   before you shop online   at your  favorite stores . Simply   by going through this site to  your  usual  retailer   (landsend.com, target.com,  petsmart.com ,   n ordstrom . com ,   jcpenney.com   and zillions   more) , GSB earns a percentage of your purchase.       Shop Safeway?   Vi sit  escrip.com   to register your Safeway Shoppers card, and GSB will earn a  percentage of your Safeway purchases.      Shop Giant?   Visit  giantfood.com   to   register your Giant Food card   to earn   A+ School Rewards for   GSB.  


VOLUNTEER CORNER

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities
We have had great success getting parents to fill the many volunteer opportunities we post here. Thank you!!!
TALENT SHOW COMMITTEE – Volunteers are need to:
*
Help with props and decorations. Dirk Joseph (father of GSB graduate Sequoia) did this job for the first two years.  This job involves working with kids during after school rehearsals to make the decorations/props.

Contacts: Jennifer Lord: jenni2lord@yahoo.com and Kate Primm (kate.primm@thegsb.org) 

PHOTOGRAPHER NEEDED
*
We are looking for a photographer to take pictures of the many different E3 Friday activities that go on from 9:30 – 10:30 on Fridays.  

Contact: Kate Primm: kate.primm@thegsb.org 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE OPPORTUNITIES
* 
We need Class Parents 5th Grade. Class Parents get the word out to other parents about upcoming events, find volunteers to make phone calls in the event of an emergency early dismissal, and help coordinate grade level activities.  Class Parents do not need to do all of the work themselves- they need to help find parents in the grade to do it.

Contact:: Lisa Murphy (lmurphy608@yahoo.com)

AT SCHOOL OPPORTUNITY (any time) 

*
We wage a constant battle against litter on Kentucky Avenue.  We would welcome any parent who wants to do a bit of clean up on top of all that we already to do pick up trash.  We have trash bags and gloves in the office for anyone who wants to spend a few minutes keeping our school beautiful.  

Contact: Kate Primm or Chris Hope (in the main office)

The Volunteer Book is on the table outside the Main Office. Don’t forget to stop by and record your hours..   

Reminders


Saturday, November 19: Middle School Choice Fair at Camden Yards 


Monday, November 21: 4th Grade Oyster Field Trip 


Wednesday, November 23: Early Release Day. School closes at 1:15.


Thursday, November 24 & Friday, November 25: School closed for the Thanksgiving Holiday


Wednesday, November 30: Clagett Farm Field Trip  - 2nd and 5th grades


Wednesday, November 30: Talent Show practice – Theater Acts


Thursday, December 1: Talent Show practice – All Other Acts (Martial Arts, Roller skating etc.)


Thursday, December 8: Talent Show Dress Rehearsal


Friday, December 9: Talent Show (evening)





PARKING REMINDERS





Pull into the marked Drop-Off Zone to drop-off or pick-up your child(ren) at drop-off and dismissal.  Please do not park in this section and get out of the car. Staff members are on hand to ensure the safe transfer of the students and to expedite this process.  


If you are conducting business rather than dropping-off or picking-up (i.e. coming to the school to talk to a teacher), park in one of the GSB spots in our portion of the parking lot, on another street, or on the school’s side of Kentucky Avenue.


Never double-park on Kentucky Avenue.


Do not park on the residents’ side of Kentucky Avenue whenever possible.


One of our neighbors has a handicap spot in front of his house. Do not park in this spot!





Food Drive


What are you collecting?	Canned goods (especially items high in protein like tuna, peanut butter, and beans)


				Boxed goods (especially rice and grains)





Who will donations be 	The Church of the Guardian Angel and GEDCO (Govans Ecumenical 


given to?	Development Corporation


	


What is the duration of  	Saturday, October 29 – Friday, December 16


The Food Drive?	





Where can I drop-off	We will have a box just inside the front door.


Food?








Directory


Copies of the 2011-2012 School Directory are available upon request. Please contact Chris Hope (� HYPERLINK "mailto:chris.hope@thegsb.org" �chris.hope@thegsb.org� ) if you would like a copy.





�PE and Recess in the Colder Months… �


We will have outdoor recess and PE throughout the colder months.   Now that the weather has started to change and cooler days are here, please send your child to school with a coat he/she can wear during recess and PE.











